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Bingham, Kelly.  Z is for Moose. Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky.  Greenwillow, 
2012. 

 

Activities: 

 Make own alphabet book 

 Compare this to other alphabet books 

 Act it out 

 Read other Paul Zelinsky books to the class and compare the illustrations. What is the 

same? What is different? 

 

Questions 

 How does the illustrator make the alphabet book like a play? 

 What do you think about Moose’s behavior? Is he someone you would like to have as a 

friend? Why or why not? 

 

Book trailer  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP52OtZxPdg&feature=youtu.be  

Features the voices of the author and illustrator plus those of Maurice Sendak, John Rocco, Brian 

Floca, Anita Lobel and others. Not to be missed. 

 

http://www.paulozelinsky.com/ 

http://site.kellybinghamonline.com/ 

 

and, there is a Z is for Moose plush moose! 
 

Fleming, Candace. Oh, No! Illustrated by Eric Rohmann.  Schwartz & Wade, 
2012.  

 

Activities from the publisher’s website:   

 http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-

content/uploads/2012/10/OhNo_Poster_Back_WEB.pdf 

 

Questions 

 You don’t have to have questions about every single book you read. This would be a 

good one just to enjoy. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP52OtZxPdg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.paulozelinsky.com/
http://site.kellybinghamonline.com/
http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/OhNo_Poster_Back_WEB.pdf
http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/OhNo_Poster_Back_WEB.pdf
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http://www.candacefleming.com/ 

http://www.ericrohmann.com/ 
 

Hills, Tad.  Rocket Writes a Story.  Schwartz & Wade, 2012.  
 

Activities 

 Reading this before children are to write a story gets them to understand the steps 

necessary for writing. Read it several times throughout the writing process to guide them 

along the way and help them get past the tricky parts. 

 Have each child make his own word tree. Have students collect new words when they go 

on a walk outside, or go on a field trip, or just in the classroom. 

 Make a collective word tree for the classroom. 

 

Teacher’s guide on the publisher’s website:  
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/rocket/pdfs/RocketBackToSchool_EduKit_WEB.pdf       

 

http://www.tadhills.com  

 

There is a Rocket stuffed animal, and for the first book, How Rocket Learned to Read, there is a 

book trailer and an iPad app.  

 

Johnson, D.B.  Magritte’s Marvelous Hat.  Houghton, 2012.  
 

Activities 

 This marvelous book can be used with all ages: with preschoolers as a search and find; 

with early elementary children as an introduction to Magritte, and with older children as a 

study of surrealism.  

 Identify things in each picture that cannot happen in reality 

 Find examples of Magritte’s work and show to the children. What do they think he was 

trying to do? What echoes of his paintings can you find in this story?  

 Talk about the absurd, the impossible, the incongruous. Brainstorm ideas of pictures that 

have things that could not happen in them. Have the children each draw one and then 

explain what is happening. 

 Find the French words in the pictures and translate them. 

 Find pictures of the hat in other places than on top of Magritte’s head. 

 

Questions 

 What does “marvelous” mean? What are other words that mean the same or similar? 

 What was marvelous about Magritte’s hat? 

 What made the hat fly out of Magritte’s window? 

 Johnson (like Magritte) likes to play with windows and doors in his art. Why do you 

think he likes to do that? 
 

  

http://www.candacefleming.com/
http://www.ericrohmann.com/
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/rocket/pdfs/RocketBackToSchool_EduKit_WEB.pdf
http://www.tadhills.com/
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Book trailer:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBGDRZ8yN6U Presented as a silent film, complete with 

piano roll-like music. 
 

http://www.henryhikes.com/   D. B. Johnson’s website 
 

Lester, Helen.  All for Me and None for All. Illustrated by Lynn Munsinger. 
Houghton, 2012.  

 

Activities 

 Have children make up a treasure hunt with word clues to use in the playground. This 

could be an activity that one class makes up for another one, or that one group within a 

class makes up for another group. 

 Read the rhyming clues to the class, and have them make up other word endings. 

 Vocabulary search:  e.g. snorted; companions; wolfing; hissed; slogged. Find all the 

words that describe ways to move, and have the class practice slogging, screeching to a 

halt, skipping along, galloping on, sneaking up on. What other words can they think of 

that are ways to move? 
 

Questions 

 Why does Gruntly always go the wrong way in the treasure hunt? 

 What is Gruntly like at the beginning of the story? At the end? 

 Describe the character of the hen.  

 What makes this story funny? Discuss the details both in the text and in the pictures. 
 

http://www.helenlester.com/ 
 

Willems, Mo.  Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs.  Balzer & Bray, 2012.  
 

Activities 

 Make sure the children already know “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” before you read 

this book. Then compare this to the original, and to other fractured versions. 

 Using the endpapers as inspiration, choose one of the crossed out titles and develop that 

one into a story. Have kids turn and talk, and then discuss as a class what would happen 

in that story. Write the story as a group, or individually, depending on the age of the 

children. Have the children illustrate the story and then make an audio recording. 
 

Questions 

 What details does Willems use in the text and the pictures to make this so funny? 

 What references to Pigeon can you find in the book? 
 

http://www.mowillems.com/ 
 

Grace Worcester Greene 

grace.greene@state.vt.us 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBGDRZ8yN6U
http://www.henryhikes.com/
http://www.helenlester.com/
http://www.mowillems.com/

