To Market, To Market For A Hungry Thing

from David Martin


Driving home from Bear Pond Books’s picture book event last Saturday, I was happy.  What a treat to be at a Grace Greene picture book show-and-tell and to hear Leda Schubert tell how she fell into writing nonfiction picture books.  Her curiousity made her do it.  And I even got to do a short spiel about rhythm and rhyme in picture books.  This gathering, if you weren’t there, was primarily for teachers and was about how picture books can work with the Core Curriculum.


But suddenly – ARRGH!! – I remembered that I’d forgotten to mention two things that might actually be useful: a book and a Mother Goose rhyme.  So here goes.


The Hungry Thing by Jan Slepian and Ann Seidler, a classic, combines two things I love.  It plays with words - Shmancakes, fancakes, pancakes – and it empowers children.  It’s the little boy who sees through the silly, grown-up stupidity and figures out what the Hungry Thing wants to eat.


It’s easy to continue this in a kindergarten classroom with a brown bag lunch.  Pack a lunch, maybe a sandwich, an apple and juice.  Show the bag to the class, reach into it, feel around for the sandwich and say something like, “Oh, I think I have a bamwich for lunch today.  Then let the kids show how much smarter they are than you.  That’s not a bamwich.  It’s a sandwich, Mrs. Gremmelsbacher.  Then pull out the sandwich so they can see that they were right.  Next go for the mapple and the goose.  Kids showing us how much smarter they are than us is one of their favorite things to do, and it’s important.  Full disclosure:  I did not invent this game.  I borrowed the idea.
And here’s one you can borrow.  My favorite Mother Goose rhyme for using in classrooms is:

To market, to market

To buy a fat pig.

Home again, home again

Jiggety, jig

To market, to market

To buy a fat hog.

Home again, home again

Jiggety jog.

I like it because expands so easily and can get so silly.

To market, to market

To buy a fat cow.

Home again, home again

Jiggety jow.

To market, to market

To buy a fat alligator.

Home again, home again

Jiggety jaligator.


I’ve done big class books where every student got to do two pages.  On page one they wrote the first verse and illustrated it with that animal, e.g. a fat alligator, and on the second page they wrote the second verse and drew a fat jaligator – whatever that looks like.  I’ve seen jeetahs and jakes and jelephants.  And if using the word fat is a problem, use big instead.  Or colors - a blue pig, a green ant...


Okay, one last thing.  Why I like the book, One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab, the book that does numbers by counting legs, is…  Well wait.  For anyone who wasn’t with us at Bear Pond, the book goes like this.  One is a snail.  Two is a person.  Three is one snail and one person.  Then it keeps going, numbers and legs to a hundred.  So it’s great for exploring combinations.  What’s a four?  It could be one horse.  Or four snails.  Or two people.  Or two snails and one person.  So forget the thing about how you can’t add apples and oranges.  They don’t have legs, so who would want to anyway.  But you can add snails and people.  And, yes, I checked.  The snails won’t mind.


P.S.  Mrs. Gremmelsbacher was my 1st and 2nd grade teacher, and I loved her, and no one called her Mrs. G.  More about her another time.
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